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of cultivating the intimate social intercourse with people who might take advantage of his official position, and put him in an awkward dilemma when official or magisterial work has to be done. The ordinary English merchant is too busy with his affairs of money-making to be able to meet with people other than those who, like himself, are engaged in similar pursuits. But the Oxford or Cambridge man who directs the destinies of a noblemen's college in India, and brings to his work the manly spirit, the social freedom, and the disciplined habits of the University, has, outside school hours, many an opportunity of influencing the thoughts and habits and inflaming the imagination of his pupils. The seed thus sown bears fruit in after life, when a Raja or Nawab, fully installed in his regal dignity, gratefully acknowledges the splendid influence exercised over him in his youth by his teachers.
It is true that the attendance at many of these Rajkumar Colleges leaves room for improvement. Many of the pupils are wards of Government, and their relatives often look upon their education in the school as an unpleasant duty to be got over as soon as possible. But Lord Curzon's reorganisation of the Chiefs' Colleges has effected some reforms which will probably affect the popularity of the Colleges with the classes for whom they are intended. The Taluqdars' School in Lucknow is foil, and more buildings have to be erected for the increased accommodation required.